
Coltishall Group of Parishes Newsletter  

23rd August  

 

A letter from Rev’d Chris 

AS ever, our greeting and prayers from Jenny and I, and I hope you are all 

safe and well as we move slowly and carefully towards the new and the 

familiar.  

 

1) Looking to the future, the usual pattern will continue as this Sunday 23rd 

August  

• Hainford Church -   9.30am Holy Communion  

• Coltishall Church -  11.00am Holy Communion 

But next Sunday will be the 5th Sunday in the month and we have something 

different planned! Here’s a date for your diary: 

Prayer and Praise Outdoors Service  
Sunday 30th August 11.00am at Horstead Church. 

• Please bring your garden chair 

• Bring your own picnic for after the service 

• Service lasts around 30 minutes 

• Please note that toilets are not available.  

This will be a service with a talk, readings, music to help our reflection, 

and prayers. There is an opportunity for anyone to share their 

experiences of lockdown and prayer requests.  Look forward to seeing 

you.  For those of you who are not yet ready to come to a service – 

our prayers are with you!   

2) Finally, can you help?  or can you please help find someone to help? 

Rev’d Richard has been looking after the Group of Parishes digital output 

during Lockdown and is now standing down. It is really important that we 

find replacements so we are advertising. 

 

“Come over and help us!”  

The Coltishall Group of Parishes knows it needs to be digital in 21st Century.  

Like the Macedonians in Act 16 we are praying.   

Will you, like St. Paul, “come over and help us?” 

 Please, please, please, “come over and help us!” 

 

• Volunteer with us to develop new ways of sharing Christian faith in the community. 

• Help develop a local Church Digital Team; and 

• manage our existing website and Facebook Page. 

https://coltishallgroupofparishes.wordpress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/coltishallgroupofparishes/


The Coltishall Group of Parishes is a part of the local  Diocese of Norwich and the 

national  Church of England networks,  who provide resources, support and training. 

 

Explore this exciting opportunity for ministry by being in touch with me Rev’d. Chris 

the Rector (Engelsen)  on  01603 737255  or by  email 

mailto:engelsen@btinternet.com 

 

3) If you or others need help in anyway please be in touch  

CONTACTS - for support, prayer, visits, and enquiries 

The Revd. Keith Dignum, Associate Priest 01603 710397                                                      

The Rev Chris Engelsen, Rector 01603 737255    

 

Your friend and rector,  

                          Christopher 

 
-oOo-                                                                     

 

Readings for 23rd August  
COLLECT 

O God, you declare your almighty  
power 
most chiefly in showing mercy and pity: 
mercifully grant to us such a measure of your grace, 
that we, running the way of your commandments, 
may receive your gracious promises, and be made partakers of your 
heavenly treasure; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our  
Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
 
Isaiah 51:1-6,  Psalm 138,  Romans 12:1-8,  Matthew 16:13-20 
 

POST COMMUNION 

Lord of all mercy, we your faithful people have  
celebrated that one true sacrifice 
which takes away our sins and brings  
pardon and peace: by our communion keep us firm on the foundation 
of the gospel and preserve us from all sin; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord 

Reflection – Rev’d Chris writes 

 
There is a time and place for everything, so goes the saying.  

https://www.dioceseofnorwich.org/
https://www.churchofengland.org/
mailto:engelsen@btinternet.com


When it comes to declaring our faith in Christ, we may feel Ok doing that as 

we say the creed in a service, or maybe in a bible study discussion. But God 

gives more challenging times and places for us to confess what we really 

believe about him- 

• When a sceptical friend springs on you ‘do you really believe Jesus 

rose from the dead?’                               

• we could so easily go along with gossip putting down someone,                                                          

hearing  a racist comment, we have to choose whether to love our 

neighbour  as Jesus has loved us.   

• when we come to a crossroads in our life and face the choice of 

following Christ and his values,  or following something less that 

doesn’t require our imagination or wholehearted love.                                                                                                                                                                                 

These are times and places when Jesus asks you: ‘But who do you say I 

am?’ Peter and the disciples, in this week’s Gospel, were at a crucial time 

and place. The time was when they were really having to choose to keep 

following Jesus, if they were serious about him, even into more and more 

threat and opposition from the authorities.   

 

The place was Caesarea Philippi. Caesarea Philippi was a centre for a popular 

idol-the Greek god Pan, whose shrine was in a cave where a spring of the 

River Jordan was. Many dedications to gods and Pan can still be seen there. 

Herod the Great had built a temple there in honour of the Emperor Caesar 

Augustus, and those who were hearing Matthew’s Gospel would have know 

that the Roman army celebrated its taking and destruction of Jerusalem at 

Caesarea Philippi.  It was a Roman centre of power and the puppet King 

Philip’ s centre of government.  

You might find yourself looking over your shoulder if you proclaim Jesus as 

Messiah and Son of the Living God in such a place, as Peter declared. What 

you and I really believe about Jesus shows our allegiance to him, in the 

times and places where we are. 

Here, in this place and now, at this present time, is the place for us to 

declare our faith. This is the crossroad where we have to choose. This is the 

rock on which the Church is built!     

May God bless you as you let him reveal himself to you in our times. 

  

Prayer Calendar Coltishall Group of Parishes 

Sunday 23rd August-11th Sunday after Trinity –                                                                                                       

Pray that, with Peter in the Gospel today, we can declare for ourselves that 

Jesus is Messiah and Son of the Living God., both as individuals and as the 

local Church community. Bishops Graham, Jonathan and Alan. Our 

archdeacon Ian. Revs Keith and Chris, Reader Nora, AWA Sylvia, retired 



priests Peter and Richard.  All in All Saints’ Close Horstead.                                                                                                                                 

Those unwell and all in our own prayers.        

                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Monday 24th August-Bartholomew the Apostle                                                                                                        

With Bartholomew, aka Nathaniel, may we ‘come and see’ Jesus and help all 

who seek to see Christ’s love and glory.   For our PCC members as we look 

towards the next steps in God’s mission in these times.  All in Kimberly 

Terrace Coltishall. Those unwell and all in our own prayers                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

 

Tuesday 25th August                                                                                                                                                

For encouragement for all who feel they cannot venture out of doors yet due 

to anxiety over Covid19.  For grandparents, great grandparents and 

children.All in Spixworth Road Hainford.  Those unwell and all in our own 

prayers. 

 

Wednesday 26th August                                                                                                                                             

Those who jobs are on furlough or being cut, that they may find new work 

soon. Coltishall and Horstead Community Lunch Club.  All in Horstead Road 

Frettenham.   Those unwell and all in our own prayers. 

 

Thursday 27th August-Monica, mother of Augustine of Hippo 387.                                                                      

Pray for all parents and all who guide others, that they may have wisdom 

and patience.  Local sport clubs, the adults and children who belong to them, 

and their leaders.  All in Parish Road Stratton Strawless.                                                                                                                  

Those unwell and all in our own prayers.  

 

Friday 28th August-Augustine, bishop, teacher of the faith 430                                                                          

Give thanks for Augustine’s journey of faith, and pray that, with him, our 

restless hearts may find their rest in God.                                                                                                                                                              

For our local schoolteachers and staff, that they may find refreshment.                                                             

All in Church Close Horstead.                                                                                                                                           

Those unwell and all in our own prayers. 

 

Saturday 29th August-Beheading of John the Baptist.                                                                                                 

As we remember John the Baptist, pray for all who stand for what is right 

and holy, as they face oppression. May we look at our own values and 

witness. ll worshipping tomorrow at Horstead Church outside Prayer and 

Praise Service and those worshipping at home.   All in College Close 

Coltishall.  Those unwell and all in our own prayers. 
 

 

 



 

 


