
From Rev Keith - A Reflection 

It has been a very strange few months, hasn’t it? For the first 

time in a long time I have had, no weddings or Baptisms 

because of the Corona Virus restrictions and I must be honest, 

it feels really strange. For a Priest, a great part of your time is 

sharing the highs and lows of life with people and one of the 

highs is the Baptism of a child. I hope that as the vaccinations 

kick in and life returns to some semblance of normality 

(whatever that may be) that this very important part of life will 

return.  

Next week we celebrate the Presentation of Jesus in the 

Temple and I couldn’t help wondering what would have 

happened if the corona virus had been around then. It was 

very important for Joseph and Mary to take their Son to the 

Temple and wouldn’t it have been different if they couldn’t 

have. For a start Simeon would not have delivered his now 

famous words declaring who Jesus was and neither would 

Anna. Jesus had been recognised for who he was. 

For many parents, the baptism of a child is seen as being an 

important step in their life and it has been difficult to tell 

parents that they must postpone this event until a time when 

they can invite their family and friends to be together. Often 

there is a “ bit of a do” afterwards and who hasn’t missed those 

over the past year? But safety is paramount, we need to 

protect ourselves and others too. I am suspecting that we 

might have a glut of Weddings and Baptisms when restrictions 

are lifted. 

In the meantime we must do the best we can and continue 

praying for each other and those who have suffered as a result 

of this horrid virus. 

God Bless,  

Keith 


