
The Baptism of Christ. 10th January 2021. 

Reflection.  

You may know the words – “And I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year, 

‘Give me a light that I may tread safely into the unknown.’  And he replied:  ‘Go into 

the darkness and put your hand into the hand of God.’” 

Minnie Haskin’s poem is apt as we now pass through the gate of 2021, facing the 

darkness of the variant virus, our own struggles, and also the darkness of the wider 

world, seen this week in Washington. We need that hand of God to hold us secure. 

This week’s gospel gives us that hand, proclaimed by the man, John the Baptist, at 

the gate of Jesus’ ministry. “Look to this mighty one,” John is saying. 

If we put our hand, our trust in Jesus’ hands, that means allowing God to get close to 

us. 

Up close to the crowd of sinners, looking for light for their path, Jesus asks to be 

baptised, plunged into human needs, into our sorrows and yearning. 

As he rises out of the water, Jesus sees ‘the heavens torn open.’  God is let loose, 

no longer kept at a distance from us. In Jesus, God walks freely through our lives, to 

bring his light to the darkest places, we must pass through. 

Jesus sees the Spirit come down on him like a dove, as did the Spirit at the Creation 

in Genesis 1:1-5:  brooding, hovering, making and re-making - bringing life and light. 

In our baptism into Christ, His Spirit draws near to make and re-make us.  He will 

bring light and purpose to our New Year, dwelling in us, going ahead to make new 

opportunities of serving and loving. 

Jesus hears the voice of the Father saying “you are my Son, the beloved, with you I 

am well pleased.”  In our baptism God sees all he has made in us, and sees that it is 

good. 

As we begin this year, the most important gateway is into our life in Jesus - close to 

God, hand in hand, re-made in his light and life, and trusting and obeying Him, as his 

beloved sons and daughters, even as we go into the unknown. 
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