
 
 
Reflection 
 
On Palm Sunday we hear one of my favourite words. It is shouted by the crowds 

in the ‘Palm Gospel’-the story of Jesus rapturous welcome into Jerusalem. The 
word is ‘Hosanna.’  

‘Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord… 
Hosanna in the highest heaven!’ 
(Mark 11 vs 9, 10).  

It’s a lovely word to say, sing , or call. We say it in the big Thanksgiving Prayer 
of Holy Communion and may  even sing to ourselves during the day  Hosanna’ 

from a hymn. It would have been sung by God’s ancient people, in the Psalms, 
and means ‘save, save us!’ A heart felt prayer to God in time of need. It was a 
cry for help. When we pray for God’s help,-we can cry to him ‘Hosanna, Lord, 

help me, help us!’ 
 

This great cry takes on  a whole new dimension in the Gospel as Jesus comes to 
his people to save and help. ‘Hosanna’ becomes a joyful greeting, a cry of 
praise. It says, ‘Saviour thank you!’  

This is what the hosannas were as people laid palm branches before Jesus. As 
we welcome the Lord coming to us on Palm Sunday and at any time- we can say 

‘hosanna! Blessed is he who comes to me today’     
 
We should use this wonderful expression, this mix of ‘help!’ and ‘Praise you!’   

more- in our need and in our praise.  
 

Back in Church,  as we gather to welcome the Lord with our palm crosses, our 
‘hosannas’ have this mix of joy and need. Joyful for those who can gather again, 

but mindful too of those not yet able to be there. The waving palm is also 
shaped into a cross.  



 
The past year, as the nation reflected this week, the need to be saved has been 

acute. To be saved from the pandemic, to save lives, to save and protect the 
NHS, to save our care homes, and all the vulnerable,- is to make a heart felt 

‘hosanna!’ cry for salvation. We add to that, the need to be saved from economic 
distress, from our children’s lack of contact with friends and school routines, 
from the mental suffering of anxiety and isolation, and from the loss of hugs and 

contact. 
 

 Save us Lord. 
 
How grateful we have become to the help of others-neighbours, volunteers, 

church friends, supporting one another. How grateful we become for carers and 
medics. How grateful we became for acts of kindness and generosity, as seen by 

Captain Tom. How grateful for the saving grace of sunlit days, walks, birdsong, 
cooking, phone calls, and praying to God here in our homes.  
 

Hosanna, praise you Lord. 
 

 We are not quite the same people we were a year ago. As Christians, we have 
become more of a Hosanna people-needing our God, and more ready to greet 

him now  then ever before.  
 
To be saved is life changing and challenging.  Many in the crowds that welcomed 

Jesus hoped that the Messiah had come to set them free from Roman rule and 
bring in a perfect new Israel of peace and prosperity. Jesus had indeed come to 

set them free, but his liberation was far deeper than those Palm Sunday crowds 
could imagine. And more than we can often imagine, too.  
 

What will our Church and our life as Jesus followers be like in a changing world? 
 

In his three short years of ministry, Jesus set free those who were bound by 
fear, the hurts of the past, illness. He restored the isolated to their communities, 
the guilty and worthless to pardon and love. He removed the veil between God 

and all who sought him. He gave the kingdom to all who had not belonged and 
were poor in spirit. This is the life that we are called to. 

 
Now, in his own city, Jesus-God himself- sets his people free by the power of his 
love and faithfulness. The cries of hosanna turn to ‘crucify him’ all too quickly.  

But Jesus remains constant in his saving love.   On the cross he cries ‘My God, 
my God, why have you forsaken me?’ 

God knows what it is to be abandoned and he is with all who are forsaken. He 
still comes to us in the darkness of separation, and holds us. 
 

The veil of the temple is torn, and the veil and barrier between us and God is 
removed. 

On Easter Day, the stone is found rolled away, and the power of God is let loose 
among us. He comes to us in new and powerful ways.  
 

At the end of this week, we again welcome our Saviour- but with even deeper 
and truer hosannas. 



Christ’s power set loose among us brings confidence for us to worship and to 
reach out to others in new ways. His love and pardon restore all who think they 

are worthless, and his death and resurrection will set us free to bring hope and 
new life to others.  

 
May your hosanna’s continue through out the year and always, to bring Christ to 
you-to free you and to restore you and to help us all  grow into the new and 

redeemed people God has saved us to be. 
 

Christopher 
 
 


