
 

 
 
 
From Revd. Peter. 
 
What has Lockdown been like for you? I am one of the fortunate ones. Our thoughts 
and prayers are with those for whom it has been tough and as a volunteer for 
Citizens Advice answering calls from home, I have a little insight into how tough. But 
for such as me retired, in good health with a garden to enjoy, time to learn new 
skills and develop others it hasn’t been too bad. And for those long winter evenings 
indoors there has been TV including binge watching catch up sets of old ‘Line of 
Duty’ and many other detective series. I have got used to their intro music, instantly 
setting the mood, usually dark and sinister, for what follows.  
 
One such haunting introduction is from series ‘Unforgotten’ where detectives 
played by Nicola Walker and Sanjeev Baskar investigate cold cases. The chorus of 
the introductory music, has the line, ‘I have been upside down, I don’t wanna be the 
right way round’ 
 
Fitting lyrics for a Pandemic where all of us have found life very different and many 
may say that their lives had been turned ‘upside down’ down. That can mean that 
life has become chaotic or it can mean something positive as we reassess what is 
really important for our lives!  
 
I have to say that from the Bible’s perspective God’s plan for humanity has a very 
upside down feel to it! The prophets’ teaching about God’s Justice talked about 



God’s rebalancing in favor of the poor, and Mary’s song in the New Testament spoke 
of God:- 

He has brought down the powerful from their thrones,  
and lifted up the lowly; 
he has filled the hungry with good things,  
and sent the rich away empty. Luke 1.52-53 

 
Paul writes in his first letter to the Church in Corinth how the Cross turns upside 
down the world’s value system. 

1.22 For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23 but we proclaim 
Christ crucified, a stumbling-block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24 but 
to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God 
and the wisdom of God. 

 
Today is Passion Sunday - we anticipate the events of next week. Four accounts. 
Retelling Jesus final days on earth leading to the cross and resurrection. 
 
The cross, what a contradiction to the world’s view of success!  Look at Mark’s 
telling of the crucifixion, this, the oldest surviving written account is the briefest and 
the starkest. There are no hopeful or uplifting moments as in Luke when Jesus 
assures the Penitent thief of his place in Paradise or in John when Jesus commits his 
mother to the care of the beloved disciple. Mark’s account is dark as it describes 
Jesus execution.  His cruel, tortuous, slow, six hours of physical and mental suffering, 
accompanied by the taunts of the bystanders and fellow sufferers. Jesus only words 
‘My God my God why have you forsaken me?’ And the end when it comes is marked 
by ‘a loud cry’. Yet when the deed was done something remarkable happened. The 
curtain of the Temple was torn in two and the Centurion supervising the execution 
says, ‘Truly this man was the Son of God’.  
 
What? Why on earth would he say that? Surely just another day’s work for a Roman 
Soldier.  
What we have here is a moment of Revelation when the eternal realm broke into 
the mundane in the life of this Centurion. We might describe it as the work of the 
Holy Spirit. In Mark’s Gospel Jesus is only described as Son of God by one sane 
person, Peter in his confession. ‘You are the Christ the son of the living God.’ Jesus 
told him that God had given him that insight. So ditto Centurion. 
 
Jesus was revealed as Son of God to a gentile non believer at the moment when his 
work had completed, the tearing of the curtains revealed that the job was done the 
barrier between God and human kind had been torn down. 
 



God’s upside down plan to become as low as you can get that all may be lifted up in 
a glorious reversal of the lot of fallen humanity, is explored very fully by John in his 
Gospel. 
 
His story of the crucifixion concludes:- 

19.30 When Jesus had received the wine, he said, ‘It is finished. ’Then he 
bowed his head and gave up his spirit. 

 
‘It is finished’ the race has been run and won, 
 
John does not see the cross as defeat but victory, his moment of being ‘glorified’ the 
moment of Jesus’ triumph when he is ‘glorified’ by his heavenly father. In this 
morning’s Gospel we read. 

12.23 Jesus answered them, ‘The hour has come for the Son of Man to be 
glorified.  24 Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth 
and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.  
27‘ Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—“Father, save me from 
this hour”? No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. 28Father, 
glorify your name. ’Then a voice came from heaven, ‘I have glorified it, and I 
will glorify it again. ’ 
 

The good news is that this great triumph, which on Easter Sunday is revealed to 
Mary Magdalen and then later to the disciples, is on behalf of us all, and we are all 
drawn up into it in union with Jesus! As Jesus said 
 

31Now is the judgement of this world; now the ruler of this world will be 
driven out. 32And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to 
myself. ’33He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die. 
 

This takes us back to the beginning of Jesus ministry when he tells Nicodemus: 
 
14 And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son 
of Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. [i] 
16 ‘For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone 
who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life’ 
 

This is the good news of the cross which is offered to us all to turn us upside down 
from all the bad things on life to be lifted up into sharing in the life of Christ and his 
Kingdom. 
 



Of course we have to work out our lives in this world but as we do that let us 
remember that we belong to something better and as such are inspired to try to 
work to see something of that around about us. 


