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March 23rd, 2020 began what has been called an ‘unprecedented’ time as 

national lockdown began, and this certainly was true for the Church.  The year 
had begun normally with plans for Lent, Mothering Sunday, Easter, PCC 
meetings, Annual meetings, school assemblies, not to mention weddings and 

baptisms.   But the shadow of Covid-19 had already meant the use of hand gel, 
communion in bread only, and no singing prior to lockdown. 

 
The aim of the Church was, ‘although our doors are closed, we remain active in 
prayer and support.’ 

The churches were closed from March 222nd until we carefully re opened under a 
strict regime in July.. Coltishall Church was opened on Wednesdays for Private 

Prayer.  
As services resumed, face masks, and social distancing was kept, with church 
seating adapted at Hainford and Coltishall to keep to maximum number of 30. 

The congregations ( those not isolating) of Coltishall and Horstead combined, as 
did Hainford, Frettenham, and Stratton Strawless.  We were able to have 

fellowship and help read and intercede. 
This provides a model to build on, as we face the future with smaller 

congregations.  
 
Effect on Church Funds 

I thank all those who gave donations throughout 2020 during lockdown and am 
touched by their generosity.  Because of lockdown the Church generally is in a 

financial crisis. For most of the year there has been no weekly collection plate, 
and no fund-raising events. Ministry costs (i.e. the Benefice Share) alone are 
£41,000 for the year in our benefice, and we were able to give £21, 000, for 

which we are grateful. The Share for 2021 is again £41 K. This funds the cost of 
having paid clergy in our parishes and diocese. The actual cost is £68.000, and 

so we have  been able to have been subsidized, but this will not be able to 
continue. Parishes still have to pay insurance, utilities, expenses, -and also fund 
maintenance and repair. -and be able to give to charity and good works. 

However, if we (all of us) are to do God’s work, he will help us find a way. It 
does mean looking at what we all give and considering giving by SO and Gift 

Aiding. It does mean working together as a benefice in our mission. It does 
mean sacrifices of time, talents, and money. This will be different for each of us-
but please let us reflect and pray on what and how we give.  

 
 

Digital Outreach 
Going digital became an essential form of contact, and the Rector faced a steep 
learning curve, as a weekly message and prayer calendar was e mailed to the 

benefice community. For those not online, a weekly newsletter was posted.  Our 
Facebook Page and website coltishallgroupofparishes.wordpress.com came to 

the fore, with a weekly Reflection.   I am very grateful to the help of Rev Richard 
Woodham for helping me get to grips with this.  
Later, a Digital Team was formed  -Rev Chris Engelsen, Campbell Jones 

(Horstead & Coltishall), and John Lambert (Hainford ).  Towards the end of 
2020, while the church was closed, were recorded, and posted on our FB Page.  

Thank you to the Team!   The Digital work is here to stay and continued into 



2021.  Numbers of those following the recorded services have varied, and on a 
good day could be around 30, or much less on other days.   

 
Pastoral Support. 

In our villages, volunteers stepped up to help the isolated and vulnerable.  In 
Coltishall, the Rector was part of ‘Coltishall and Horstead Covid-19 Support.’- 
made up of Good Neighbours Scheme, The Post Office, Parish and District, and 

County Councillors, and the Lunch Club. There were around 15 requests for 
shopping and prescription collections, and later in the year, financial help was 

available for those whose work was affected by Covid-19 restrictions.    
In the rest of our benefice local volunteers helped in their communities- and 
these included some church members who were able to help. 

 
Telephone support was organized in our benefice, as around six people offered 

to phone up their list of contacts to be a listening ear and spiritual support.   
Many of us were doing this unofficially , and to you all , much thanks for this 
important ministry.    

 
Being unable to visit homes was very hard for all concerned. Meeting in gardens 

or in the road became a norm!     
 

The year has made the Church aware that it is made of people who pray and 
minister, even when buildings are not available.  
 

 
Festivals in 2020 

On Mothering Sunday, poses were delivered. For Holy Week and Easter, online 
and newsletters replaced the usual church services. A palm cross, Easter garden, 
became a focus, as did singing Thine ne the Glory in the garden on Easter Day.   

By Harvest time, we were in church, but and were able to receive gifts of food 
for Night Shelter.  

Remembrance Sunday came as the virus was on the increase, so outdoor Acts of 
Remembrance were held at Coltishall, Horstead, Frettenham, and Hainford, 
which were well supported.  

All Souls was kept with the help of a Prayer Remembrance Tree at Hainford and 
Coltishall.  

Christmas was going to be different-no carol singing!- and so we held two 
‘Christmas Celebrations’ at Coltishall and Hainford based on readings, message, 
prayer and music to listen to.  Baby Jesus Pebbles were available outside 

churches for people to take home.  After Christmas Day, the churches were 
closed, and not reopened until March 28th  Palm Sunday 2021. 

 
Some Highlights of the Year 
It is wonderful what people have done to keep the Church life going: 

Hainford 
A large wooden cross  for Holy Week and Easter was erected by the gate of the 

Church-thank you to David and Sarah Smith for this initiative.  
With the help of John Lambert, a Christmas wooden crib scene was made, and 
then painted by school children.  

Frettenham 



With the church-a mile down the lane- closed, the local congregation was the 
Church, and many are grateful for Peter Sparrow’s regular phone calls.  Thank 

you to Howard for keeping the church tidy. 
Horstead 

We held an outdoor benefice service at Horstead Church, with recorded music, 
and benefice singers, and Peter Howard on keyboard.-well done all! Thank you 
Diane our cleaner, Diane Williams, and Richard Gurney for giving much needed 

cleaning following the church being closed for four months. 
Again, support was given by a number of us by phone-thank you Nora Hall for 

your help with this. 
Stratton Strawless 
The church-always open in normal times- was closed during the first lockdown. 

But once safe to do so, we reopened, with the help of Toz Waddingham, who 
raised an amazing £800 plus for her jam and marmalade sales.  Our PCC 

member Vanessa Burroughs helped co-ordinate help and visits.  
Coltishall 
In November two transit van loads  of clothes, toiletries , and food were taken to 

St Martin’s Trust-Norwich Night Shelter.  Thank you to so many local people for 
your donations. -and thanks to Rina Wilson and Bo Williams for enabling this, 

and for your church cleaning.  
Thank you Henry Bradshaw for building and installing a beautiful Crib that was 

put but the north door, and to Coltishall Primary students for painting it and the 
figures.  
We were open on Wednesdays from July for Private Prayer, and the peace and 

prayerfulness were appreciated by all who visited . Thank you to Patricia 
Newton- our ecumenical RC sister-for your prayerful presence.  

 
I thank my colleague the Revd Keith Dignum for leading with me the weekly 
alternating services, and for his pastoral ministry to the isolated and elderly, and 

his help and support as we faced this ‘unprecedented ‘ year of 2020. 
  

My thanks go out to all the members of our benefice community for your prayers 
and companionship as we made this strange and challenging journey together. 
 

Revd Chris Engelsen Rector 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


