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Thank you to the entire Church family at Horstead for the faithful worship, their 
service in maintaining the life of the Church, their witness and care for one 

another and for the fabric of the Church.  2019 seems a while ago, and we look 
back on that normal year.   At the APCM we thanked Richard Gurney for being 

Churchwarden, as he stood down.  
 
Worship 

Our pattern of worship was: 
1st Sunday 8.00am Holy Communion. 2nd Sunday Benefice Holy Communion at 

each of the five Churches in the Coltishall Group, 3rd Sunday  9.30am Holy 
Communion Common Worship Order One, 4th Sunday Morning Prayer CW, 5th 
Sunday -Benefice Service.  

We held two benefice services at Horstead. 
We had a core group of 12 regular worshippers. 

The major festivals were kept: A joint Mothering Sunday service at Coltishall, 
Holy Week Compline and Easer Day, Harvest service, and a Benefice St Michael 
and All Angels Songs of Praise. Remembrance Sunday with Act of Remembrance 

on at the War Memorial taken by Nora Hall. In Advent we had a Christingle and a 
joint service of Nine Lessons and Carols at Coltishall. 

 
Our thanks to Sylvia Coward, AWA in 2019, and Nora Hall, for leading Morning 
Prayer, and to Rev Keith Dignum for covering 9.30am HC when required, and to 

Rev Richard Woodham for covering the 8.00am when I was away. IN 2020, 
Sylvia concluded her time as an Authorized Worship Assistant, and we have 

much appreciated her taking of MP and preaching.  
Thank you to Diane Williams for her administering the chalice at 9.30am HC, and 

to Margaret Woodham, and Sylvia for their intercessions. Thanks to Alasdair, 
Andy Mulligan, Richard Gurney, and all who read lessons.  Revd Peter Howard 
has played the organ for us, for which many thanks. 

 
Thank you to all who set out the church for services-Alasdair Darroch, Andy 

Mulligan, Sylvia Coward, and all who help. Thanks to Margaret Woodham for her 
help with the church linen and altar frontals.  
 

Pop Up Café 
2019 was the last full year of the Pop-Up Café, meeting every first Tuesday in 

the Tithe Barn for morning coffee, cakes, and much valued company and 
support. Various guests have spoken councillors, the police, Highways, and 
others on topical matters. Forty to fifty usually attended, well looked after by 

Sylvia, Bridget, Diane, Sue, Jacqueline. The Church was opened during Pop Up. 
We have enjoyed special occasions, including carols, birthdays, and celebrations.  

Pop Up has run for seven years and has been a great success. We celebrated the 
five years with Bp Jonathan at a special serviced and tea in 2018.   Leading the 
café is a major commitment, and it is now time for the ladies to ‘hang up their 

aprons.’ After numerous coffees and the making of countless cakes. It has been 
truly a real work of love and outreach.   Pop Up as it has been, is now wound up, 

and the assets given to the PCC.   As a church we have benefitted from support 
and donations over the years.  



It is much to be hoped that a new form of coffee and company will take on this 
work, and the Church will in some way be part of that. Thank you Ladies! 

 
Young People 

2019 was a difficult year in terms of work with young people. Due to other 
commitments the young people who attended Sunday School, then JAM (Jesus 
and Me), have grown older, moved to new schools, and had other commitments. 

Our thanks to Nora and to her helper Debbie Riches for their efforts and work to 
build on the Sunday School Jill Blackburn had led for forty years.   They, with 

me, had tried to invite new children to JAM, but had no response.  JAM had met 
in the Church Room, Coltishall.   I thank Nora and Debbie for all their hard work, 
and we pray that in the fullness of time, young people will be part of the Church 

family again.  
 

The Family Service at Coltishall (where JAM children took part in the worship) 
aims to be all age, and in 2019 had a small number of younger children and 
their families.  

 
Open the Book (OTB) continued, and has been well received in Coltishall Primary 

School, as the small team of helpers presented a bible story, message, and 
prayers for half a school term.  Thank you to Margaret Woodham and all who 

took part from our benefice (Richard, Sheena, Heather, Lesley, Linda Southgate 
I (before her move) -and earlier in the year Linda Malpas, and we remember 
with affection Jill Blackburn. 

 
Safeguarding Policy 

The Benefice follows the Diocesan Guidelines. The named person in 2019 was 
Sheen Macronald. 
PCC members were encouraged to attend diocesan training, and an evening took 

place in the Church Room.  
 

The Horstead Centre 
Groups from around the country visit the Centre (around 200 children a year) 
including a visit from the RSCM summer school, who sang at the Family Service, 

and then a surprise visit to Horstead.  
The warden Josie Barnett retired at the end of 2019. A new warden, Will, joined 

in 2020. 
The church is often visited by young people, and I attend Trustee meetings, and 
support the centre as required. We hope the link between the Church and Centre 

will grow.  The Centre is happy to help open the church for us during the week.  
 

Church Electoral Roll 
2021 18 
Thank you to Nora Hall for being the ER Officer.  

 
Occasional Offices 2019 

Baptisms 3 
Weddings 1 
Marriage Blessing 1 

Funerals 3. 
 

Funerals in 2020- 3 graveside services.  



 
Churchyard 

We welcomed two groups in 2019-the Norfolk Wildlife Trust, who held a day in 
the churchyard on conservation, and the Bure Valley Conservation volunteers 

who cut the conservation area. Our thanks to all who support the churchyard, 
local volunteers, and the Parish Council.  Thank you to Richard Gurney for 
enabling a tree to be removed close to the church wall. 

 
Deanery Synod 

We were represented on the Deanery Synod (and the Diocesan Synod) by Nora 
Hall. 
The Synod met three times in 2019, and main items included Festival Churches, 

and a proposed Environmental Policy for the Diocese to be put before Diocesan 
Synod. 

 
In 2020 we met by Zoom. 
 

Fundraising Events 
The snow drop walk was held by Matthew and Caro Flemming, and money from 

refreshments was for the Church.     In March we held a Fish n Chip Quiz led by 
Nora, -thank you to Nora for organizing. 

The Open Garden took place at Heggatt Hall, and we thank Richard and Margaret 
Gurney for hosting this at their home and garden.  A busy day with cakes and 
tea for the church. 

Thank you to Bridget for her coffee morning and to all who have raised funds 
and supported the Church. 

 
Confirmation and Bible Study 
Pleased to report that Campbell Jones was confirmed at Easter 2019, with Jane 

Wiles from Stratton. 
We had held a weekly bible study called Pilgrim-based on the course book-and 

then explored, with our own course, ‘prayer.’  
 
Men’s Breakfast 

Each first Saturday in 2019 we held there was a men’s breakfast meeting at the 
Red Lion café. 

Up to six of us attended. 
 
Good Neighbours Scheme 

Around 28 people are helped each year by the volunteers, and we hold three 
social events each year, an outing, and Christmas Lunch.    Pastoral needs are 

shared with me, as joint chair of GN with Julie Douglass.  
 
The PCC 

This met five times in 2019. Thank you to Alasdair Darroch for all his work with 
our accounts, and to Philippa Weightman our secretary, whose good services we 

have hired.  Thank you to our small band- Diane Williams, Bridget Fryer, Nora 
Hall, and Richard Gurney.  
 

Fabric 



The main work required is on the tower stonework, and in the belfry. This came 
to a head in 2020 with the collapse of the weathervane. The PCC will be 

addressing this. 
A timer spotlight was introduced into the vestry. Thank you to Richard Gurney 

for arranging this. 
 
Thank you for all your support to me and my wife Jenny. 

 
Christopher 

Revd Chris Engelsen May 2021. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


