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The PCC Report- Proceedings and Activities 2019/2020 
 
Aim and Statement of Purpose of the PCC 

The PCC has the responsibility of co-operating with the Rector in promoting in 
the ecclesiastical parish the whole mission of the Church-pastoral, evangelical, 
social, and ecumenical. The PCC is also responsible for the maintenance of the 

Church buildings and churchyards. 
 

The Benefice 
Coltishall with Gt Hautbois is part of the Coltishall Group of Parishes, comprising 
the benefice of Coltishall with Gt Hautbois, Horstead, Hainford, Frettenham and 

Stratton Strawless. The Church wardens and minister meet on a regular basis, 
and the PCCs of each parish in the benefice meet together regularly as a joint 

PCC, or with neighbouring PCC. 
 
Membership and Meetings 

Membership of the PCC is either through holding office as churchwarden, 
Deanery Rep, or licensed minister or clergy to the parish. Other members are 

elected by the APCM in accordance with the Church Representation Rules. Those 
co-opted onto the PCC are non-voting members.  
In 2019 Coltishall PCC members were: Mrs Rina Wilkson, Dr Linda Malpas, Mrs 

Jenny Engelsen (Secretary), Major Henry Bradshaw, Mrs Katie Barry-Winson 
(Treasurer) , Mr Ben Jordan (Fabric Officer), Revd Christopher Engeslen (Chair) .  

There was no churchwarden. 
The PCC met five times in 2019, and twice in 2020-in February, and then by 
Zoom. Also by e mail, and in a joint e mail meeting with other PCCs.   Standing 

committee of Churchwarden, Secretary, Treasurer, and Chair. There were 3 joint 
PCC meetings. 

Please note that new Representation rules allow for meeting on-line or by 
correspondence.  
 

ER:  23 members in 2019 and 23 in 2021.  Our thanks to David Francis for being 
the ER Officer. 

 
Holy Trinity Church Gt Hautbois 

The sale of this church to the Girl Guides was completed in 2020, after a process 
lasting six years.  
All proceeds of the sale go first to the Church Commissioners, and then a portion 

to the Diocese of Norwich The diocese had planned to give the parish a part of 
their proceeds in turn, but Covid-19 has greatly reduced funds, and we are 

awaiting what,  if any, funds we may receive.  
 
St Theobald’s Church (AKA St Mary’s) 

Our thanks to Henry Bradshaw for arranging repairs to the tower doorway and 
making safe stonework.  The site is often visited by the public and is an historic 



and spiritual place. The financial resources are limited to the Johnson Legacy and 
the Patterson fund.  St Theobald’s is covered by our main Church insurance 

public liability. The Churchyard is currently in use for burials of parishioners or 
those whose families are connected to the parish.  

 
Churchyards and grounds 
We thank the Coltishall Parish Council for their annual grant for the maintenance 

of Coltishall Churchyard, and our contractor Patrick Hannant for cutting the grass 
there and keeping it tidy.  

Also, Fred Buck, who mows St Theobald’s Churchyard, and the Church Room 
grounds.  
We thank families of those buried in the churchyards for their help in keeping 

them tidy, and we point out that shingle and kerbs are not permitted.  
Conservation Areas 

Coltishall Churchyard has had one main recognized conservation area on the 
south side of the church, and an area of wildflowers (inc. Scabia) and butterflies 
further to the south of the old churchyard. These areas are looked after by 

Patrick Hannant, and NWT and Bure Valley Conservation.    We are also 
fortunate to have the help of Coltishall Tree warden Peter Crout in pruning and 

caring for the trees.  
 

Wildlife Weekend. 
A Wildlife Weekend (3rd/4th July) is being organized by our PCC member Linda 
Malpas, to highlight the conservation work and the environment in July 2021.  

This will have talks by NWT, Dr Leaney, and Margaret Bird. There will be nature 
trails in the churchyard, children’s activities, tombola and raffle, and 

refreshments.  The Primary School has made a banner for the church, and is 
involved in making bug boxes, and we hope some children will come and sing at 
the service on the Sunday 

 
The Church Room, Rectory Road, Coltishall.  

This room is available for hire (pre and post Coivd-19) by local organizations and 
meetings, and parties. It was the venue for Sunday School, later JAM, until that 
finished. The main user is the Lunch Club, which has around 25 diners (2019) It 

is run by volunteers with their own constitution; bur has a close link with the 
Church’s ministry. Thank you to Joan Milligan who looks after the Church Room 

so faithfully and keeps it clean and in good order.  
We have suffered loss of tiles in 2019, due to damage by trespassers. The police 
were made aware, and now often visit the Church Room. In 2020 more damage 

was done, but this was repaired by a local resident voluntarily-thank you to 
James Matthews.  

 
Coltishall Bell Ringers 
In 2019 the bell ringers played for Sunday services and weddings.  Thank you to 

their leader Mike Gander and the ringers. They have their own AGM and 
accounts.  The PCC consult with the ringers to approve risk assessment, and 

safeguarding is arranged by the benefice.  
In 2020, from March onwards, ringing stopped due to Covid-19.  
 

 
Church Flood Lighting  



Thank you to Linda Malpas for co-ordinating the sponsored church floodlighting 
to mark anniversaries, and celebrations. Proceeds to Church funds. 

 
Flowers 

Thank you to Rina Wilson, Jenny Engelsen, and to Maggie Pyner for all their help 
with flowers in 2019 and 2020.  Thanks to Mrs Allen for the Remembrance 
Display.  

 
Cleaning. 

In 2019 there was a small rota of cleaners organized by Rina, and in 2020 Rina 
and Bo Williams have cleaned the church, for which many thanks. 
 

Fund Raising Events 2019. 
By the kind help of the Lunch Club we held a winter warmer lunch, and a harvest 

lunch in 2019. 
There were two concerts in church with local people taking part, and an organ 
concert with visiting organists.  We held, with thanks to David Francis, and Ben 

Jordan, a Churchyard Gift Day at Easter. 
 

 

Safeguarding Policy 
We follow the diocesan Safeguarding Policy, and our named person in 2019 was 
Sheena Macronald. 

Members from the PCCs of the benefice took part in a training evening held in 
the Church Room in September 2019. PCC members are asked to have a DBS 

check which lasts for five years, and new members to sign a confidential 
declaration form.  

 
Financial Statements for 2019 & 2020. 
I thank our treasurer Katie Barry-Winson, who was appointed in 2019, for all her 
work in keeping our accounts, and former treasurer Sue Hill, who assisted in the 

handover.  We now have an examiner, Mr Pete Hardy, for whom many thanks. 

 
Fabric Report and Goods and Ornaments – 
 Please see Fabric Officer’s Report, thank you to Benji For this report.  
 

Rector’s Reports for 2019 & 2020. 
2019 seems a while ago, but I wish to thank the PCC, congregation of St John’s 

and the local community for all their support and work.  
 

Occasional Offices in 2019 
Baptisms -1. 
Weddings -4. 

Funerals in church-4 (burials 5) 
 

Worship in 2019 
Family Service 
We held a Family Service at 10.00am on the first Sunday of the month. The 

attendance does vary, but the average attendance is 25-adults and children.  
The children were mainly young children, with their families, one or two locals, 



and some who had got to know Coltishall Church through family members, 
parents, getting married there.  This was generally the most attended service. 

Many thanks to all who take part, and to Richard and Margaret Woodham, who 
have helped plan the worship with me (the Family Service Team).  We said 

farewell to Linda Southgate and Fray, who had been involved in leading and 
helping. 
Highlights of the FS were the visit of an RSCM course choir of young people and 

instrumentalists in the summer. Also, we had an appearance of Noodle man, 
always entertaining. Small pebbles with a cross and heart were given out for 

people to keep on their spiritual journey from Lent to Pentecost, as we followed 
the seasons and the story of Jesus. Thank you to all who helped: Dennis Moore 
on PA and recorded music, and also Henry Woodham.   Thanks to Yvonne Tillet 

and all who helped with refreshments and greeting.  
 

Holy Communion 
We held an 8.00a, BCP Holy Communion on the third Sunday of the month, 
average attendance three, and Holy Communion Common Worship Order One on 

the fourth Sunday, average attendance 12 adults.  The second Sunday was a 
benefice service held at each of the churches in the group. Coltishall was the 

venue for two benefice services. -average attendance 25. 
Wednesday mornings on the first Sunday of the month has a Holy Communion, 

average attendance three.  
 
Festivals 

Mothering Sunday was held jointly with Horstead at Coltishall, with the theme of 
the local community. In Holy Week we held a compline and the Good Friday 

Service. There was a Family Service Harvest Festival. Remembrance Sunday in 
the church and at the memorial, and a Lesson of Nine Lessons and Carols in 
Advent.  The Christmas Eve Crib service attracted a good number-around 80, 

and there was a service on Christmas Day.  
 

Thank You 
Revds. Keith Dignum and Richard Woodham and Peter Howard for your support, 
and to Peter Howard, and Benji Jordan, for their organ playing. Thanks to Peter 

and Maureen Moore for their help in lesson reading and refreshments, along with 
help from Jean Moore, and Rina Wilson. 

 
Young People 
JAM (Jesus and Me) 

Our thanks to Nora Hall and Debbie Riches for leading the JAM Sunday School.   
The numbers of children attending have reduced to one or nil.  With me, we did 

have an open meeting with families invited via the school, but there was little 
response, and so no further JAM meetings are taking place.   
Nora and Debbie have worked hard, and although it has been difficult, we hope 

that young people will be part of the Church Family in the future. 
 

Open the Book 2019 
The OTB Team have regularly taken OTB assemblies in Coltishall Primary School 
each half of a term. 

It is based on story telling of the bible, a message and prayer. Thanks to the 
team, led by Margaret Woodham, and then Sheena Macronald. It’s quite hard 



work and challenging, as the team is much smaller than when we began.  
Sheena led a special OTB anniversary assembly at the school.  

 
Other School Links 

The Rector takes collective worship at festivals such as Christmas and Harvest, 
Mothering Sunday. 
In 2019 classes visited the church for RE, and the school singers took part in the 

concert at church. 
Revd Chris and Margaret have led a couple of stories telling sessions at the Pre 

School group.  
 
Friends of Coltishall Church 

The PCC is very grateful for all the pasts help the Friends have given, such as 
the toilet and south porch, and help with the clock maintenance.  

The Friends group is still set up, and I recommend that the PCC explores how to 
renew the group so as to have a broad support in the community for the care for 
the fabric.  

 
Farewell 

In 2020 we lost two long standing members of the Church. 
Jill Blackburn- Sunday School teacher for forty years- and a great 

environmentalist -died after a long period of ill health. Jill has taught a great 
number of children and has been a wonderful example and witness to us all. We 
hope to have a Thanksgiving Service in September 2021. 

We also remember Brian Garrod, who was a driving force behind the Friends of 
Coltishall Church, and a former worshipper at Holy Trinity Church in years past. 

Brian’s funeral took place at Irstead Church in March this year. 
 
I thank you for all your support in 2019, as we share in God’s work, and refer 

you to my 2020 report. 
Revd Chris Engelsen, Rector Coltishall Group of Parishes. 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 


