
St Margaret’s Church Stratton Strawless Rector’s Report for 
2019 

Worship and Mission 
In 2019 the pattern of worship was Holy Communion and Evensong, and up to 
October HC was scheduled for the third Sunday of each month (11.00am), and 

Evensong on the fourth (4.00pm in winter, 6.00pm BST).  From October EP was 
on the first Sunday and HC on the fourth.  

EP was taken by Revs Keith Dignum, Rev Chris Engelsen, and Linda Southgate 
AWA.  
Our core group of regular worshippers is small, and in 2019 were around eight 

people.  Our thanks to Annie Brewer who played the organ and to Jane Wiles 
and Sybil Lorkings for getting the church ready.   It is quite a challenge for a 

small congregation as ours, to maintain the regular worship, and there were a 
few Sundays when we did not hold a service due to small numbers.  
We also welcomed two or three from Frettenham Church who joined us.  

There were three Benefice joint services at St Margaret’s, one being a Songs of 
Praise for Armed Services Day.  Maundy Thursday service in Holy Week took 

place here, and the Harvest service was a joint one at Hainford, as was the 
Christmas Carol service.  
Thanks to Mavis, Toz, Denise for flowers in church, and Alan and Linda for help 

with refreshments.  
 

The church was open each day for visitors and is a major part of our mission-
with refreshments by Toz available.  The visitors’ book shows that most weeks, 
we have people who take advantage of the peace and prayerfulness of the 

church.  The Book sale also attract visitors and some income, as does the jam 
and marmalade made by Toz Waddingham.  

 
Three members of our congregation took part in the bible study ‘Pilgrim’ 

evenings at the Rectory-and very pleased to report that Jane Wiles was 
confirmed at Norwich Cathedral in November.  
 

There was an Archdeacon’s Visitation August 30th.  
 

We had two burials of ashes, but no funerals, weddings, or baptisms in 2019.  
 
Farewells 

Sadly, we have had a number of farewells- Linda and Fray Southgate moved to 
pastures new in Devon, and Annie Brewer and Howard moved to a new home 

south of Norwich. In 2020 we lost Roma Fairweather, who was a great supporter 
of our social and fund-raising events. This year (2021) we say farewell to Alan 
and Linda Dean -who will be much missed.  

 
Churchwardens and PCC 

My thanks to our PCC members for their work and support: Churchwardens Sybil 
Lorkings and Jane Wiles; Treasurer Linda Dean for her work in keeping our 
accounts and helping us meet our contribution to the Benefice Share. Thanks to 

Annie Brewer who was secretary, until she had to relinquish.  
Alan Dean worked hard to liaise with our architect Mr Allessandro , to follow up 

the five-yearly report on the fabric-including the damp on the north side of the 
church, as did Vanessa Borroughes, and Annie Brewer ( with thanks to the 



Sabrina Trust.).  £1500 came from Stratton Strawless Estates, and £500 from 
Mr Van Poortvliet.  The PCC will install a plaque in thanks for this.  

The compost toilet was installed, with the help of Eric Foster, Fray Southgate, 
and JP Paving (local firm). A plaque has been installed. 

Following the theft of lead from the roof, we had big bills of £10,022, and also 
the work for the QIR was £19,980 plus fees of £1,000. (As at November 2019). 
The alarm company GBSG, was replaced by Marriot alarms. Our thanks to Alan 

for dealing with this. 
There have been three Joint PCC meetings as we seek to work together in our 

worship and mission. 
 
 

 
 

 
Blue Bells 
We had planned to hold the Blue Bell Days at Brooke House. However, these 

were not able to go ahead, as not sufficient number of helpers were available. 
Thank you to all who were in a position to help and to Jane Wiles for being 

willing to host the event.  
 

Hainford Primary School 
The parish is served by our local VC Church Primary School in Hainford, which is 
part of the Nebula Federation of schools. I am a PCC appointed Foundation 

Governor, and we seek to strengthen the link of school and the Church.  The 
school has in past years, made an annual visit to the Blue Bells.  

 
Conclusion. 
St Margaret’s Church is unique in its beauty and peace and has a role to play in 

the community and benefice providing a welcoming holy space. Our challenge, 
as said before, is to minister to the parish, and draw more people in to the life of 

the Church. We need to explore new forms of outreach and build on the past 
success of Blue Bell Days.   As proposed at the 2021 Annual Parish Meeting, we 
are seeking to form a Friends of St Margaret’s which will harness support for the 

care and funding of the building and fabric and reach out the community.  
 

Please see my 2021 Report for the benefice for updated report.  
 
Thank you for all your work and support. 

 
Revd Christopher Engelsen, Rector 
 
 
 
 
 
 


